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January 20, 2010 
 
This morning’s guests were Larry Rycroft, Jim 
Duffey, and former GRKiwanian Don Scott. 
____________________________________ 
 
Our speaker today was Judy Walter, director 
of therapeutic preschool programs at the 
Easter Seals Rehabilitation Center.  She 
noted that Milestones, where we meet, is ac-
tually an Easter Seals daycare facility.  Both it 
and the preschool serve a mix of kids with 
typically developing skills as well as those 
who face developmental challenges.  Medical 
and educational issues are addressed.  At the 
preschool, kids work on language develop-
ment throughout the day—always focusing on 
communication skills, even when enjoying 
snacks.  They also work on social interaction, 
play skills, self-help skills, patience, etc.  Kids 
with autism also work on feeding issues—the 
intense level of sensitivity of these kids means 
that sometimes they’ll only eat maybe 5 differ-
ent things.  All teachers at the preschool are 
licensed. Unlike a typical preschool, classes 
only have 6-12 kids, in order to give the level 
of personal attention needed.  Some 42 kids 
are currently being served.  The Rehab Cen-
ter partners with EVSC’s preschool program.  
Judy also works with the very young—babies 
through age 3—through the state’s First Steps 
program.  For example, with the Sky High pro-
gram, she goes into homes and works with 
hearing loss issues.  There are only 18 Sky 
High programs throughout the state; Sky High 
is a collaborative effort with the Indiana Dept. 
of Health, the Indiana School for the Deaf, 

etc.  It’s now mandatory in the state of Indiana 
that babies be screened for hearing before 
they leave the hospital.  An early screening at 
1 month or less, followed by a more in-depth 
test at 3 months if indicated, may be followed 
by early intervention services at 6 months.  
Just think about how parents are constantly 
talking to their babies.  Early invention is im-
portant so that these babies don’t miss out on 
all that early communication.  Families with 
babies with hearing issues need lots of edu-
cation, too.   The Rehab Center serves some 
5000 kids and adults in a 30 county area. 
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Becky Owen, director of our meeting facility, 
Milestones, thanked 
GRK for purchasing tick-
ets in the Rehab Cen-
ter’s Cool Car...Cold 

Cash fundraiser.  Individuals can also buy 
tickets from Becky—$50 each or 3 for $100.  
The grand prize is a 2010 Nissan Versa 1.8 S 
or $15,000.  Second price is $5000 and third 
is $1000.  A maximum of  3000 tickets will be 
sold. 
____________________________________ 
 
GRK-out-to-eat-and-greet will be revived 
(hopefully!) 
on January 
28 at 6:00 at 
Wolf’s BBQ 
on First Ave.  This is a great opportunity to get 
to know your fellow GRKiwanians and their 
spouses/families/friends and enjoy delicious 
food. 
____________________________________ 
 
BUG program at  
 
 Thompkins 
 Feb. 1 
 8:00 am 
 
 
____________________________________ 
 
Mark your calendars for Guest Day—April 21.  
More details will follow, but this is a special 
day where we invite lots of guests to show 
them how great being a GRKiwanian can be! 
____________________________________ 
 
For the GRK golf outing on June 11 to benefit 
Riley Hospital’s diabetes research, the com-

mittee is looking to develop a 
mailing list of those to receive a 
flyer about this event.  Please 
come prepared next week with 
names and addresses of individu-
als or companies (with a contact 

name) that we can invite to play and/or spon-
sor this event.   
 

I owe a big apology to new member Mark 
Redburn —-I completely misunderstood his 
last name!  Sorry, Mark! 
____________________________________ 
 
New member orientation will take place Feb. 
3 during the speaker portion of our meeting. 
____________________________________ 
 
Congratulations to Steve Page , who received 
a certificate 
honoring his 
donations to 
the Kiwanis In-
ternational 
Foundation.  
Steve serves 
on the board 
and told us of 
recent alloca-
tions to Haiti, 
Kiwanis service leadership programs, and to a 
Kiwanis program in Malaysia.  
____________________________________ 
 
If you pay your dues in installments, the sec-
ond payment of $63 is now due. 
____________________________________ 
 
ISP (Iraqi Student Project) of Evansville is 

having a 
fundraiser for 
UE student 
Zaid Abdul-
majeed on 

Jan. 30 at St. Anthony’s.  This will be a spa-
ghetti dinner and auction.  Tickets are $7.50 
for an adult, $4 for kids 2-12; the doors open 
at 5, with a silent auction from 5-6:30, dinner 
from 5:30-7, and a life auction at 6:30.  See 
Bev Fowler for tickets; for more information 
on ISP, go to http://iraqistudentproject.org/ 
____________________________________ 
 
Thought of the week, courtesy of Darla Lin-
dauer : 
 Noting that the shortest Bible verse is 
“Jesus wept,” He still weeps today and this 
should be a motivation for us to reach out and 
care for others.   


