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January 27, 2010

Today’s guests were former GRKiwanian
Scott Watters, Jennifer Foucault, and Larry
Twycross.

Our speaker this morning was Sondra Mat-
thews, owner and editor of the Our Times
newsletter and founder of the African Ameri-
can Museum. After working for a black news-
paper in Milwaukee, Sondra moved back to
her hometown and began to publish Our
Times out of her home some 27 years ago.
Begun in protest of the lack of coverage of the
black community, Our Times highlights the
achievements and contributions of Africans
Americans in the Evansville area. It also rec-
ognizes black graduates and has special Mar-
tin Luther King, Jr. and back to school issues.
Published bi-weekly, Our Times is available
through the mail for a $20 yearly subscription.
For more information, call 426-7993 or write
to P.O. Box 2164, Evansville, IN 47728-2164/
e-mail ourtimesnewspaper@insightbb.com.
To provide access to greeting cards featuring
black characters, Sondra got special permis-
sion from Hallmark to market its Mahogany
line from her home. In the late 1990s, she

traveled to South Africa with a group from UE i
and spent some 10 days there. In Capetown, |

there was once an area called District 6

where many peoples of other than white Euro- '

pean ethnicity lived. Under apartheid, this
area was bulldozed, but one church museum
remains to tell the story. Returning home to

Evansville, she found out that the Lincoln Gar- |

(

dens housing project was going to be demol-
ished. Seeing parallels between this and
what she had just seen in
South Africa, she was in-
spired to establish an Afri-
can American Museum,
thus saving one of the Lin-
coln Gardens buildings. This effort was sup-
ported by the Convention and Visitors Bureau
and local politicians. It was built by an At-
lanta group that had worked on the King Cen-
ter and designed by a Nigerian architect living
in Indianapolis. The museum is open from
10-5 pm Tuesday-Saturday. Admission is $5
or $2.50 for kids, with a membership available
for only $25. There are special events on
Families First Fridays from 6-8 pm, and tours
are available.
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If you ordered a GRK shirt, they are now in.

Thought for the week, courtesy of Gil Bockel-

See Zach Hopkins to pick yours up. (If thisis man:

successful, do you think Zach will move from
banking to haberdashery?)

BUG program at
Thompkins on
Feb. 1 at 8:00
am.

For the GRK golf outing on June 11 to benefit
Riley Hospital’s diabetes research, the com-
mittee is still looking to develop
a mailing list of those to receive

a flyer about this event. Please

bring names and addresses of O
individuals or companies (with a X
contact name) that we can invite

to play and/or sponsor this

event.
UE’s Circle K club will hold its
induction of new members
next Tuesday (2/2) at 9:00 pm
in room 172 of the School of
Business building (former Un-
ion).
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Don’t put the key to your happiness in
someone else’s pocket—keep it in your own!!



